
Judging Saint Bernards 
• The following slides set out my own priorities for judging Saint Bernards according to the requirements of 

the FCI standard. 

• When judging according to another standard, I would establish the priorities according to the 
requirements of that relevant standard. 

• In South Africa, we use the FCI standard, and therefore anybody judging Saints in South Africa should 
know and use the FCI standard. 

• By following the HALLMARKS  set out in the following slides, any competent judge could  reach an 
educated, up-to-date and acceptable judging result.  

• IMPORTANT NOTES 

• All the Hallmarks are exact extracts from the FCI standard. Each extract is printed in PURPLE. Additional 
comments that are printed in RED are my own opinion and are simply provided for clarification. 

• Please have an updated copy of the FCI standard available . As a judge you should know the standard . 
The FCI Standard on this site has all the Hallmarks already highlighted and you are welcome to print a 
copy. 

 

• Any dog can be taught to stand in a "stacked "position, but to correctly evaluate structure requires the dog 
to stand naturally, and to correctly evaluate movement requires the dog to move naturally, without being 
"strung up ", and this can only be achieved with a loose lead when in the show ring. Physically changing 
the stance, or dragging or stringing up the dog during movement essentially changes the natural 
characteristics . The very act of placing the feet in stack position should alert the judge to possible 
structural faults, which would not be evident if the dog were able to stand correctly by itself! The same is 
the case for stringing up or dragging the dog  when moving around the show ring. 

• In BREED  shows The judge should evaluate the dogs, and not the ability of the handler. 
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S  SOUND STRUCTURE   
 • 1) Topline straight and horizontal up to the loins.  

•   
• 2) Croup long, hardly sloping. The tail hangs straight  
• down or slightly upturned in the lower third.  
• When animated, it is carried higher. 
•   
• 3) Chest:   Not projected below elbow level. 
•   
• 4) Forelegs straight and parallel seen from the front. 
•   
• 5) Forearm: Straight.   
•      Upper arm: Longer than the shoulder blade.  
•      Shoulder blades oblique   105 Degree angle. 
•   
• 6) Hindquarters: Muscular .with moderate angulation. 
•  Seen from the back, hind legs are parallel 

 
 



S  SOUND STRUCTURE 
•1) Topline straight and horizontal up to the loins.  

                           Sway back : incorrect                                                  sloping back : incorrect                                                          Roach back : incorrect 
                                                                                                                  Acute angled shoulder: Incorrect 
 



S  SOUND STRUCTURE 
2) Croup long, hardly sloping.  

Correct croup                                                  Correct croup                                               Correct croup 

     Correct croup                            Croup  too steep : Incorrect 



S  SOUND STRUCTURE 
• The tail hangs straight down or slightly upturned in the lower third.  

• When animated, it is carried higher.  

•               3 Photos  below show a correct tail length and tail set. 

 

 

                        Tail set too high                         tail set too low                         Too curled                        Tail too short              

                   Photos below shows Incorrect tails                                                                                                  



S  SOUND STRUCTURE 

• 3) Chest:   Not projected below elbow level. 

 

Correct : chest above the elbow                   Incorrect : Chest dropping below elbow  

 Correct leg/chest proportion                          short legs : incorrect proportions  



S  SOUND STRUCTURE 

• 4) Forelegs straight and parallel seen from the front. 

 

                            correct                 not  correct 



S  SOUND STRUCTURE 

• 5) Forearm: Straight.   

•      Upper arm: Longer than the shoulder blade.  

•      Shoulder blades oblique   105 Degree angle. 
• Comment on Shoulders 

• It's important to understand the correct shoulder structure , since this part of the skeleton is 
vital in correct movement. 

• The requirement of the standard is: Shoulder blades oblique. This is quite specific, and refers 
to the angle between the scapula and the humerus, which are the two bones that form the 
shoulder. Oblique is the description of the angle, which must be greater than 90 degrees. If 
the shoulder angle was 90 degrees, it would be square, and if the angle is less than 90 
degrees it would be termed acute. The ideal angle of the shoulder is 105 degrees, which is 
only slightly greater than 90 degrees, but it must be greater than 90 degrees. Its relatively 
easy to see the shoulder angle if you look for it. When the shoulder angle is 90 degrees or 
less, it makes the dog appear "Pigeon chested", with the point of the chest protruding. If the 
shoulder is too straight, termed "steep " then the dog can appear to be "lacking in chest " If 
the shoulder angle is correct, and the dog is standing naturally,  a straight line taken from the 
centre of the front foot to the Occiput, will touch the point of the shoulder. Again, this is 
relatively easy to observe. 

 

 



S  SOUND STRUCTURE 
• 6) Hindquarters: Muscular .with moderate angulation. 

•  Seen from the back, hind legs are parallel 

 

 Correct rear legs  : standing parallel and feet facing FORWARD 

Feet turned slightly outwards  NOT CORRECT      Feet turned outwards 



A  AGILE MOVEMENT 
 

• 7) Harmonious far reaching movement with 
good drive from the hindquarters, the back 
remaining stable and firm.  

• Front and hind feet move forward in a 
straight line. 

 
• The next slide is an explanation of the correct movement for a Saint 

Bernard. When judging a  Group, do not compare the Saint Bernard 
movement with that of other breeds  in the group, but rather judge each 
breed according to the requirements specific to that breed. There is NO 
universally accepted concept of movement that is applicable to all 
breeds.  Each breed has its own particular structure and matching gait! 

 

 



Judging movement for Saint Bernards 
• I will discuss only the most obvious requirements, and those which can be easily observed by watching the dog move: 

•   

• Firstly one must look at the Balance of the dog.  Body:  General appearance imposing, balanced, impressive and well 
muscled. The centre of balance determines , to a large extent, how the dog distributes its weight.  A dog with incorrect 
proportions will not be balanced, affecting the centre of balance, which is essential for correct movement. If the centre of 
balance is too far forward or too far back, it will affect the reach and extension of the legs. Legs of the incorrect length will 
also affect the centre of balance, causing it to shift up or down, negatively  affecting the movement. 

• The most basic part of  movement is  observing the Footfall  to determine where the dog places its feet. At an ordinary  
trot,, such as used in the show ring, or a fast trot , the Saint Bernard should place each rear foot in the same spot as the 
front  foot, which would have just lifted off the ground. This is called Covering itself. If the rear foot is placed past the spot 
vacated by the front foot, this is known as overreaching. Similarly, if the rear foot does not reach the spot vacated by the 
front foot, it is under reaching. 

•  The next important issue to observe is the line used for the feet on each side of the dog. Front and back 
feet on the same side, should move forward in a straight  line. Front and hind feet move forward in a 
straight line. 

• If the dog is over reaching, it will not be able to move the feet in a straight line, so the rear feet are placed 
either on the inside or outside of the front feet. This causes other problems, such as turned out feet, 
swinging feet , and "crabbing “  when  the dog places both rear feet to the same side of the front feet. 

• Other important issues of Footfall are the length of stride of each leg, in relation to the height of the dog 
at the withers. Harmonious far reaching movement. 

• You may have noticed that I have not elaborated on front or rear extension: these are two important 
requirements that are too lengthy for this seminar: suffice to say that if the Important Proportions and 
Footfall  are  correct, then front and rear extension and drive are usually also correct.   

• Always check the Footfall. 

• Think of a train riding on tracks: if the rear wheels do not move in a straight line with the front wheels, it 
would simply derail. The wheels on each side HAVE TO   move in the same line. 

 



A  AGILE MOVEMENT 
 • 7) Harmonious far reaching movement with good drive from 

the hindquarters, the back remaining stable and firm.  

• Front and hind feet move forward in a straight line. 

 

      Excellent movement :  Loose lead, dog NOT strung up. topline straight and 

horizontal, good  extension on front and rear,  head held above the withers,  correct 

footfall, feet moving in a straight line, feet facing forward. 



A  AGILE MOVEMENT 

 • Elbow: Close fitting. 

 

                   Elbows correct, close fitting                   Incorrect: out at the elbows. 



I  IMPORTANT  PROPORTIONS 
 • 8) Height/length  9/10 : the body is slightly longer than the height at withers. 

•   
• 9) leg/chest ratio   50/50 to 55/45 
• The proportion of leg length to chest depth is vitally important 
•  From ground to the elbow should always be 50% to 55% of the total height.  
• The chest depth should never be greater than the length of the foreleg from ground to the 

elbow.  
• The chest should never project below the elbow. 
• A rule of thumb: the Saint Bernard should always be longer in the foreleg than in the chest! 

 

• 10) Head /muzzle ratio  2/3 to 1/3 :   The muzzle is 1/3 and the skull is 2/3 
•   
• 11) Length of the head is slightly more than one   third of the height at withers 
•   
• 12) Depth of muzzle to length of muzzle is almost 2:1.     
•        Nose: Black, broad and square :    Frontal platform of the muzzle should be           

 vertical and flat, and square with the bridge of the muzzle. 
 
 

• Any Saint that does not exhibit the correct structural proportions should never 
advance in the show, and should never be awarded. 
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I  IMPORTANT  PROPORTIONS 
8) Height/length  9/10 : the body is slightly longer than the height at withers. 

 



I  IMPORTANT  PROPORTIONS 

• 9) leg/chest ratio   50/50 to 55/45 

 

Correct proportions 

                            Incorrect proportions: body too long/                                                      Short forelegs 

                                leg chest ratio incorrect                                                             Incorrect Foreleg/chest ratio     

 



I  IMPORTANT  PROPORTIONS 

 
• 10) Head /muzzle ratio  2/3 to 1/3 :   The muzzle is 1/3 and the skull is 2/3 

•   



I  IMPORTANT  PROPORTIONS 
11) Length of the head is slightly more than one   third of the height at withers 

 



I  IMPORTANT  PROPORTIONS 
• 12) Depth of muzzle to length of muzzle is almost 2:1.     

•        Nose: Black, broad and square :    Frontal platform of the muzzle should be           
 vertical and flat, and square with the bridge of the muzzle. 

 

Nose not square: pushed back to seem shorter   
Overhanging nose, not square. 

Nasal bridge NOT straight 



N  NOBILITY 
 

• 13) General appearance imposing, balanced, 

•     impressive and well muscled. 
 

• Often described as “The most majestic of dogs”  

• The head does not have to be overly large to meet the above 
requirements, but it must exhibit power, and a friendly benevolent  
expression, with correct ear set, which is  level with the top of the skull 
when alert, and correct eye shape, which is Rhomboidal, and should have 
characteristics that are imposing, such as impressive, grand, magnificent  
and  has presence. 

• The proportions for the head are clearly listed  in Important proportions 
above, and in the FCI standard, and are quite specific. 

 



T  TEMPERMENT 
 

 

• 14) Friendly by nature,  

•        Calm  to lively; watchful 
 



S  STAMINA 
  

• 15) Balanced, powerful,  
 sturdy, muscular body 

 
• A Saint Bernard is a Mountain Working dog. Taking into account the term: Form 

follows Function, its immediately obvious that any Saint should be capable of 
trotting comfortably around any show ring many times without tiring or showing 
any strain at all!   Any Saint that cannot do this, or needs to be dragged around the 
ring, should never advance in the show, and should NOT be awarded. 
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FAULTS 
• It is generally accepted that “ fault judging " is incorrect, as most people  can pick out faults and discredit  

a  dog.  However, the judge must have a clear understanding of the more common faults , and also know 
what is required in terms of the relevant standard. 

• The FCI standard lists several common faults, which you can find in your copy of the standard. 

• The FCI standard also list  several Eliminating Faults.  While we do not generally disqualify dogs in the ring, 
the judge should be careful not to award any dogs exhibiting Eliminating faults 

 

• Eliminating faults: 
• Week temperament, aggressiveness. 

• Overshot mouth, distinctly undershot mouth. 

• Wall eye. 

• Ectropion, entropion. 

• Solid white or solid reddish-brown coat (absence of the primary color). 

• Coat of any other color.  The standard states:  Slight touch of black shading on the body tolerated. 

• The judge must distinguish between “shading  “  and  “ coat color “. 

• Shading refers to the ends or tips of the hair.  When the hair is BLACK to the roots, then that is the color 
of the hair, and  a black coat  is a fault according to the standard. 

• Height at withers below minimum size. 

•   

• Any dog clearly showing physical or behavioral abnormalities shall be disqualified 

 

 


