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A visit to the original home of the breed that stole my heart has always been a bucket list trip. Particularly considering the 

first Saint Bernard I remember was our Hospice Saint Bobby. When I heard that the World Union of Saint Bernard's 

(WUSB) would be hosting the 50th anniversary show in Switzerland I was definitely in! 

 

I thought I was just going to see more Saint Bernard's in one room than I ever had before, which sounded like bliss but it 

turned into so much more. The WUSB itself was an amazing experience with the delegate's meeting where our own Saint 

Bernard speciality judge, Kevin Young was once again voted in to judge at the 2018 WUSB in Italy. A talk was presented by 

a veterinarian on health issues which could become an issue in the breed if not considered carefully when breeding, showing 

that the group considers the dog's health as paramount to the continuation of the breed. 

 

We then got to be part of the procession through the streets of Martigny. Every member country which was in attendance, 

got to wave their flag and walk through the streets of the city with their dogs. Next came the gala dinner where friends old 

and new got to meet up and have a good time before the serious business of the show. 

 

The show itself was absolutely fascinating where the dog and only the dog was considered. This was evident when one judge 

stepped in and took  an inexperienced show dog and worked through her from head to tail and she was completely at ease. 

All the other dogs and handlers sat around in the ring until it was their turn for the judge to inspect their dogs. The whole 

experience was amazing to watch, the open bitch class was considered so intensely as the handlers and their dogs literally 

ran laps around the ring before a decision was reached building up the tension for those of us on the side lines. The handlers 

tired before the dogs! 

 

We then moved onto touring the region with a very well respected tour guide who had spent two months up at the Hospice, 

yes that would be Kevin. This allowed for some special highlights visiting the summer kennels in the valley, a dog brought 

to the Hospice especially for us as they were only due to be taken up for walks a few weeks later and a tour of the Hospice 

and museum by some of the religious who are still resident at the Hospice. Seeing the dogs move along the mountain passes 

in their natural environment with Kevin pointing out interesting facts about the tests he performed with the dogs and the 

analysis of their movement was invaluable. He took us up into the mountains and showed us where he would take the tour 

groups and dogs he guided while he was volunteering at the Hospice. 

 

I was told to send a short piece over and that was a near impossible ask. These few paragraphs can't sum up the incredible 

experience. I haven't even mentioned  Delia's and the Grappa Vipera and other shenanigans. The amazing people, the 

atmosphere and general camaraderie amongst the Saint people and bonding with my fellow travellers, seeing Venice and 

Chamonix are all priceless memories. 

 
Again to thank Cathy and Kevin for an amazing time and the knowledge imparted is just not enough! I can only say you 

need to experience it for yourselves. Here's to a reunion in September  in Italy for WUSB 2018!  

 

 


